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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the amendment filed July 20, 2006, in which claims 2, 
4-14, 16-40 and 46-54 are presented for further examination. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2, 4-14, 16-40 and 46-54 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection necessitated by amendment. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 13 is objected to under 37 CFR 1.75 as being a substantial duplicate of claim 14. 
When two claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in content that they both 
cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is proper after allowing one claim 
to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed claim. See MPEP 

§ 706.03(k). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 2, 4-14, 16-40 and 46-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter, specifically, as directed to an abstract idea. 
Claims 2, 4-14, 16-40 and 46-54 in view of MPEP section 2106 IV.B.2. (b) define non-statutory 
processes because they merely manipulate an abstract idea. More specifically, claims 2, 4, 29, 
30, 3 1, 36, 46, 47, 50 and 51 recite a body law with a plurality of topics, wherein said body law 
is associated with a temporal information, which indicated the legal applicability. Such 
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limitations of the claims are just an abstract idea without product a concrete result. There is no 
manipulation of data nor there is any transformation of data from one state to another being 
performed. Although there is post computer process activity, however, there is no physical 
transformation or a concrete and useful result being found in the claims. Therefore, claims 2, 4- 
14, 16-39 and 46-54 are directed to an abstract idea that is not tied to a technological art, 
environment or machine which would produce a concrete and useful result to form the basis of 
statutory subject matter under 35 U.S.C. 101. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

6. Claims 2, 4-14, 16-40 and 46-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claim 12 recite line 3 "its". Pronouns are not permitted, only 
what is being referred by "this" and "its" should be set forth in the claim. Applicants are advised 
to amend the claim so solve the 112 rejection set forth in the claim. 

7. Claims 2, 4, 29, 30, 31 and 36 recites the limitation "the encoded information collection" 
in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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9. Claims 2, 4-14, 16-29, 46, 47 and 49-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Timothy et al., (hereinafter "Timothy") article entitled "Databases of legislation: 
the problems of consolidations". 

As to claim 2, Timothy discloses the claimed "a body of law" (legislative) "comprises one or 
more parts"(single act of parliament might be broken down into may hundreds of numbered 
sections, which in turn are broken in to numbered sub-sections or paragraphs and sub-paragraphs 
(page 2, section 1.1); and "temporal information stored in association with respective parts of the 
body of law and comprising one or more dates indicating the legal applicability of the respective 
part of the body of law" (page 2, paragraph 1 .2); and "the body of law comprising a plurality of 
topics each having associated therewith at least one part of the body of law at least one of the 
topics having associated therewith a plurality of parts of the body of law that are different 
versions of each other and have different temporal information associated therewith" (page 2, 
paragraphs 1.11 and 1.2). 

As to claim 4, Timothy discloses the claimed "a body of law" (legislative) "comprises one or 
more parts"(single act of parliament might be broken down into may hundreds of numbered 
sections, which in turn are broken in to numbered sub-sections or paragraphs and sub-paragraphs 
(page 2, section LI); and "a plurality of topical units, each comprising at least one topic within a 
scheme for organizing a plurality of interrelated topics, being stored in association with at least 
one information unit, and including information related to the at least one information unit 
associated therewith" (page 2, section 1.2); "each information being stored in association with 
temporal information comprising one or more dates indicating the legal applicability of the at 
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least one part of the body of law including respective information unit, and at least one topical 
unit having associated therewith a plurality of information units that each include different 
versions of the same part of the body of the law and have different temporal information 
associated therewith" (page 2, paragraph 1.1 and 1.2). 

As to claims 5 and 6, Timothy discloses the claimed "wherein the information collection is 
structured so that a part of the body of law can be accessed based on at least on the temporal 
information associated therewith" (section 1.2) 

As to claim 7, Timothy discloses the claimed "wherein the information collection is structured so 
that an information unit can be accessed based on at least on the temporal information associated 
therewith, directly or through a topical unit with which that information unit is associated" 
(section 2) 

As to claim 8, Timothy discloses the claimed "wherein each information unit includes the 
associated temporal information" (section 1.2) 

As to claim 9, Timothy discloses the claimed "wherein at least one link exists each information 
unit and the temporal information associated therewith" (structural element at the higher level 
tree (page 8, paragraph 2). 
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As to claim 10, Timothy discloses the claimed "wherein the information unit comprises 
structured document including a part of the body of law and the temporal information associated 
therewith" (section 1 .2) 

As to claim 11, Timothy discloses the claimed "wherein the representation of the information 
collection comprises a relation database including record, and each information unit and the 
temporal information associated therewith are included in a respective record" (section 4). 

As to claim 12, Timothy discloses the claimed "wherein the representation of the information 
collection comprises a plurality of files each file storing at least one information unit and its 
associated temporal information (section 2). 

As to claims 13 and 14, Timothy discloses the claimed "wherein the representation of the 
information collection comprises a plurality of files, each file storing at least one topical unit, 
each information unit associated therewith, and the respective temporal information associated 
with each information unit associated therewith" (section 2) 

As to claim 16, Timothy discloses the claimed "wherein the information collection comprises a 
hierarchical arrangement of topical units and associated information units" (page 3, section 2) 
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As to claim 17, Timothy discloses the claimed "wherein the information associated with a topical 
unit includes the temporal information stored associated with at least one of the information units 
associated with the respective topical unit" (section 7.3) 

As to claim 18, Timothy discloses the claimed "wherein the information collection is 
hierarchically organized as a topic tree that comprises a plurality of nodes, with each node 
representing one of the topical units, the tree having leaf nodes representing atomic topical units, 
each information associated with a respective topical unit is associated with the leaf node 
representing that topical unit" (page 12, section 7.1). 

As to claim 19, Timothy discloses the claimed <c wherein the information collection comprises at 
least one table of contents (TOC) associated with the respective atomic topical unit" (page 1) 

As to claim 20, Timothy discloses the claimed "wherein the temporal information includes a date 
range"(pages 3-5) 

As to claim 21, Timothy discloses the claimed "wherein the temporal information includes a date 
range, and wherein the information collection is structured so that of the body of law can be 
accessed based at least on a date encompassed by the date range associated with that part of the 
body of law" (page 1) 
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As to claim 22, Timothy discloses the claimed wherein the temporal information includes a date 
range, and wherein the information collection is structured so that an information unit can be 
accessed based at least on a date encompassed by the date range associated with that information 
unit" (page 2-3). 

As to claim 23, Timothy discloses the claimed "wherein the temporal information comprises a 
date range including a date on which the related part of the body of the law is effective, and if 
that part of the law has a date of termination the date termination" (pages 2-3) 

As to claim 24, Timothy discloses the claimed "wherein at least one part of the body of law has 
associated therewith a date on which that part of body of law included was adopted" (page 2, 
section 1.2). 

As to claim 25, Timothy discloses the claimed "wherein at least one information unit has 
associated therewith a date on which the part of body of law included in the information unit was 
adopted" (section 1 .2) 

As to claims 26 and 27, Timothy discloses the claimed "wherein the body of law includes at least 
one title of the United State Code of Federal Regulation" (page 2, section 1.2). 

As to claim 28, Timothy discloses the claimed "wherein the body of law includes at least one 
title of a codified set of laws of at least one state" (page 2, section 1.2). 
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As to claim 29, all the limitations of claim 29 have been mentioned in the rejection of claim 4-14 
and 16-28. In addition, Timothy discloses the claimed "wherein a plurality of the atomic parts of 
the body of law comprises different versions of the same atomic part of the law, each having 
different temporal information associated therewith, and each atomic part and the temporal 
information associated therewith are included together in the same structured document" (section 
6.2, and pages 1 1-12, section 7.1). 

As to claims 50-52, Timothy discloses the claimed "displaying on a computer display device 
coupled to the computer dates in association with information identifying at least two part that 
are different versions of each other" (page 2, section 1.1 and 1.2); "displaying on the computer 
input device coupled to the computer" (page 2, section 1.1 and 1.2); "inputting to the computer 
using device the identify of a part of the body of law and a date; and in response thereto, the 
computer causing the computer display device to display that part whose identify was input to 
the computer and which has temporal information encompassing the inputted date" (page 2, 
section 1.1 and 1.2). 

As to claim 53, Timothy discloses a collection of information organizing into topical units at 
least one of which includes the plurality of information units having different versions" (page 14, 
section. 6.2; and page 12). 
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As to claims 46, 47 and 49, Timothy discloses "a computer system including a computer display 
device, a computer input device, computer readable medium" (page 2, section 1.1 and 1.2); "the 
medium storing uniquely identifiable part of a body of law in association with the temporal 
information (section 1.2 and 2); and "the computer system being programmed to display on the 
computer display device, in response to input from the computer input device, the identify of at 
least two parts of the body of law that are different version of each other together" (page 9, 
section 6.1, page 12 and page 14, section 6.2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

11. Claims 30-40, 48 and 54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Timothy et al., (hereinafter "Timothy") article entitled "Databases of legislation: the problems of 
consolidations" and Wiltshire et al., (hereinafter "Wiltshire") WO 01/1 1559. 

As to claims 30, 31 and 54, Wiltshire discloses a plurality of lower level structure documents 
defining a body of law, which includes a plurality of atomic parts (page 7, lines 19-23; page 8, 
lines 18-23); "at least one higher level structured document, including information relating to at 
least one lower level structured document (page 8, lines 18-23); and at least one higher level 
structured document has information relating to the plurality of lower level structured document 
(page 8, lines 18-23; page 10, lines 18-27). However, Wiltshire doers not explicitly disclose the 
use of wherein a plurality of the atomic parts of the body of law comprises different versions of 
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the same atomic part of the body of law, each having different temporal information associated 
therewith". On the other hand, Timothy discloses the use of a plurality of the atomic parts of the 
body of law comprises different versions of the same atomic part of the body of law, each having 
different temporal information associated therewith (page 9, section 6.1). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the teachings of the cited references, wherein the legal concept extraction system as 
disclosed by Wiltshire would incorporate the use of a plurality of the atomic parts of the body of 
law comprises different versions of the same atomic part of the body of law, in the same 
conventional manner as disclosed by Timothy (page 9, section 6.1). One having ordinary skill in 
the art would have found it motivated to use such a different versions of a body of law in the 
legal system of Wiltshire for the purpose of allowing a single authoritative store of the original 
document of the Act to be stored in the system, thereby dynamic links can be maintained across 
different versions. 

As to claim 32-40 and 48, Wiltshire and Timothy disclose substantially the invention as claimed. 
In addition Wiltshire discloses a table content, wherein the table content having a reference to at 
least one other higher level structured document, and wherein the table of content having a 
plurality of heading each identifies one or more atomic parts of the body of law 1, Timothy 
discloses the claimed (page 7, lines 19-23; page8, lines 18-23; page 10, lines 20-27; page 15, 
lines 18-25; page22, lines 3-23; page 23, lines 16-23; and page 24). 
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Conclusion 

12. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean M. Corrielus whose telephone number is (571) 272-4032. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 10 hours shift. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 



information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CAN. 
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